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cloathes', exclaimed the angry minister, cas would not have
hurt an infant of two dayes old'.1 Another remarkable instance
is afforded by a girl whose good deeds later earned for her the
honourable title of 'the Quaker Saint of Cornwall'. For mend-
ing her dress on Sunday she was denounced to the magistrates
and, being unable to pay the fine, was set in the stocks. It was
pouring with rain, which created a rivulet that ran over her.
Nevertheless her brothers joined the crowd to jeer at her and
taunted her that she must be proud of her legs, so to exhibit
them to the public.
Travelling, by land or water, on Sunday was also denounced.
Except going to church, every kind of locomotion was for-
bidden.   Some benches of magistrates enforced these rules as
strictly as possible.   Thus a man and his wife and a pair of
young persons described as sweethearts were convicted for
walking abroad on the Sabbath.  Another was condemned to
pay ten shillings for walking into a neighbouring parish to hear
a sermon.  There were members of parliament for whom this
prohibition of travelling did not go far enough.  During a de-
bate, one of them wanted to add a penalty upon all who idly
sat at gates or doors or elsewhere.   The zealot remarked that
sitting on doorsteps as was usual could not be a sanctification
of the Lord's day.   Another thought this was not sufficiently
comprehensive. 'Some persons', he said, 'have not conveniency
to sit at doors, so I would have you add some to it, viz. leaning
or standing at doors'. The clause was lost by only two votes.2
The zeal of the puritan to reform anything and everything
was all-embracing.  He was as ready to wage war against pre-
valent fashions as against fashionable vices.   In fact the puritan
revolution was in some respects a protest against social customs
as well as against political or religious grievances.  Quakerism,
for example, might be regarded as one manifestation of the
revolt of democracy against ceremoniousnessin dress and speech.
In one of the most interesting of quaker diaries, Thomas Ell-
wood, Milton's amanuensis, tells us that he began by giving up
the vanities of worldly dress—'trimmings of lace, ribbons, and
useless buttons, ... by mistake called ornament'.   Next he
abandoned the use of the vain phrases that were the ornaments
of discourse.   Other renunciations followed, as, for instance,
1 The Life of Adam Martindale, ed. Richard Parkinson (1845), pp. 124-5.
a fiurton Diary> ii. 264-5.

